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Committee  
Members Needed
As a member of West Cen-
tral Telephone Association, 
you are eligible to serve on 
the Nominations & Election 
Committee. Members of the 
committee are responsible 
IRU�DSSRLQWLQJ�TXDOLÀHG�
FDQGLGDWHV�WR�UXQ�IRU�GLUHF-
torship, collecting ballots, 
DQG�YHULI\LQJ�HOHFWLRQ�UHVXOWV�
DW�WKH�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�KHOG�
in May. 

,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�VHUY-
ing as a committee member, 
please contact West Central 
at 837-5151 before February 
14, 2011. You may also 
express your interest by 
emailing tonym@wcta.net.
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����)URQWDJH�5RDG���6HEHND��01�����������������������������������ZFSKRQH#ZFWD�QHW���ZZZ�ZFWD�QHW
OFFICE HOURS 0RQ�²�)UL���DP�²��SP���INTERNET HELP DESK 0RQ�²�)UL���DP�²��SP���6DW���DP�²�1RRQ���EMERGENCY REPAIR ���������������CALL BEFORE YOU DIG Dial 8-1-1

7KLQN�EDFN�WR�ZKHQ�FHOO�SKRQHV�ZHUH�ÀUVW�
LQWURGXFHG��'LG�\RX�VD\�\RX�ZHUHQҋW�JRLQJ�WR�
JHW�RQH�VLQFH�\RX�GLGQҋW�WKLQN�\RXҋG�XVH�LW�YHU\�
RIWHQ"�+RZ�DERXW�GLJLWDO�FDPHUDV"�'LG�\RX�
GUDJ�\RXU�IHHW�EHIRUH�WDNLQJ�WKH�OHDS�WR�GLJLWDO�
photography? 
 
)DVW�IRUZDUG�WR�WRGD\��+RZ�RIWHQ�GR�\RX�XVH�
\RXU�FHOO�SKRQH�DQG�GLJLWDO�FDPHUD"�$QG�FRXOG�
you imagine living without them? Technology 
RIWHQ�SURJUHVVHV�IURP�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�GRQҋW�VHH�
PXFK�QHHG�IRU�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDWҋV�DQ�LQWHJUDO�
part of our routine.
 
%URDGEDQG��RU�KLJK�VSHHG�,QWHUQHW�DFFHVV��IDOOV�
XQGHU�WKLV�FDWHJRU\��%URDGEDQG�LV�EHFRPLQJ�
HVVHQWLDO�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�PRGHUQ�OLIH��0DQ\�MRE�
applications, for instance, are not available on 
SDSHU�DQ\PRUH��$QG�KHDOWK�UHFRUGV�DQG�LQIRU-
mation are increasingly moving online. Those 
ZKR�GRQҋW�KDYH�EURDGEDQG�DFFHVV�DUH�DW�DQ�
LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�OHIW�EHKLQG�
 
,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�VSHHG�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�GLDO�
up connections, which uses telephone wires to 
WUDQVPLW�VLJQDOV��DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�WUDYHO�WKURXJK�
ÀEHU�RSWLF�EURDGEDQG�FDEOHV�LV�VLJQLÀFDQW��
7KDWҋV�EHFDXVH�WKH�:HE�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�
GHVLJQHG�IRU�EURDGEDQG�FRQQHFWLRQV��WR�
DFFRPPRGDWH�SKRWRV��YLGHR��DQG�)ODVK�

DQLPDWLRQV��7KH�UHVXOW�LV�WKDW�GLDO�XS�FRQQHF-
tions have actually gotten slower over time. 
(YHQ�LI�\RX�ZHUH�D�FRQWHQWHG�GLDO�XS�XVHU�ÀYH�
\HDUV�DJR�EHFDXVH�\RX�RQO\�FKHFNHG�H�PDLO�
DQG�UHDG�D�IHZ�KHDGOLQHV��\RXҋUH�SUREDEO\�QR�
ORQJHU�VDWLVÀHG�ZLWK�WKH�VORZ�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�
GLDO�XS�DFFHVV�ZLWK�ZHEVLWHV�WKDW�DUH�QRZ�RSWL-
PL]HG�IRU�EURDGEDQG�
 
$OPRVW�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�8�6��KDYH�
EURDGEDQG�DW�KRPH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�������SHUVRQ�
VXUYH\�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�)HGHUDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�
&RPPLVVLRQ��)&&��LQ�)HEUXDU\�������,I�\RXҋUH�
not yet one of them, West Central Telephone 
XUJHV�\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�VLJQLQJ�XS�IRU�EURDGEDQG��
It will give you access to the highest quality Inter-
net services, many of which require the transfer 
RI�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�GDWD�WKDW�PD\�QRW�EH�WHFKQL-
FDOO\�IHDVLEOH�ZLWK�GLDO�XS�VHUYLFH��%URDGEDQG�LV�
\RXU�WLFNHW�WR�WDNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�IXOO�UDQJH�
RI�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH�³�DQG�RQFH�\RX�
WU\�LW��\RXҋOO�SUREDEO\�ZRQGHU�KRZ�\RX�HYHU�JRW�
along without it. 
 
For more information 
about our broadband 
services, call us 
at 218-837-5151 or 
check us out on the 
web at www.wcta.net.

%URDGEDQG�LV� 
´&DQҋW�/LYH�:LWKRXWµ�7HFKQRORJ\



Computer Classes for Business

Christmas is over, the wrapping 
SDSHU�KDV�EHHQ�FOHDUHG�DQG�WKH�1HZ�
<HDU�KDV�EHJXQ��'LG�\RX�SXUFKDVH�
RU�UHFHLYH�D�QHZ�FRPSXWHU��GLJLWDO�
camera, or Playstation® 3? What about 
WKH�OLWWOH�H[WUD�JDGJHWV�WKDW�PDNH�WKRVH�
LWHPV�PRUH�HQMR\DEOH�WR�XVH��RU�PRUH�
accessible for the whole family? You 
can shop locally with West Central 
Telephone for many items that comple-
PHQW�\RXU�QHZ�HOHFWURQLFV³DQG�DW�D�
great price!

Get a Netgear Wireless router for 
RQO\��������DQG�FRQQHFW�\RXU�QHZ�

gaming consoles, laptops, computers, 
DQG�RWKHU�,QWHUQHW�FDSDEOH�GHYLFHV�
wirelessly to the Internet. Shop here 
IRU�\RXU�6'�FDUGV�IRU�GLJLWDO�FDPHUDV�
DQG�FRPSXWHUV��PLFUR�6'�FDUGV�IRU�
FHOO�SKRQHV��86%�ÁDVK�GULYHV��VSHFLDO�
FDEOHV�OLNH�+'0,�IRU�JDPLQJ�FRQVROHV�
DQG�/&'�79V��L3RG�VSHDNHUV��6PDUW�
6WULS�VXUJH�SURWHFWRUV��GLJLWDO�FDPHUDV�
DQG�+'�FDPFRUGHUV��DQG�HYHQ�3OD\VWD-
WLRQ���DFFHVVRULHV��7KHUHҋV�VWLOO�D�JUHDW�
selection of items all available at either 
WKH�6HEHND�RU�0HQDKJD�RIÀFH��6WRS�LQ�
DQG�VHH�ZKDWҋV�LQ�VWRUH�IRU�\RX�

7KH�%ODQGLQ�)RXQGDWLRQ��DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW��
SULYDWH�IRXQGDWLRQ�WKDW�ZRUNV�WR�FUHDWH�
healthy rural communities through grants, 
VFKRODUVKLSV��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUVKLS�
WUDLQLQJ�UHFHLYHG�������PLOOLRQ�LQ�IHGHUDO�
VWLPXOXV�IXQGV�XQGHU�WKH�EURDGEDQG�LQLWLD-
WLYH��7KHVH�IXQGV�ZLOO�VXSSRUW�D�WZR�\HDU�
JUDQW�SURMHFW�FDOOHG�0LQQHVRWD�,QWHOOLJHQW�
Rural Communities (MIRC), whose func-
WLRQ�LV�WR�´KHOS�FUHDWH�WHFKQRORJLFDOO\�DQG�
economically vital rural communities, 
FRPSHWLQJ�DQG�WKULYLQJ�LQ�WKH�EURDGEDQG�
HFRQRP\�µ�

$�WRWDO�RI����FRPPXQLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
6HEHND�DQG�0HQDKJD��ZHUH�FKRVHQ�WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�WZR�\HDU�SURMHFW��2QH�RI�
WKH�ÀUVW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�0,5&�EULQJV�WR�RXU�
region is computer training classes that 
ZLOO�EH�WDXJKW�E\�&RPPXQLW\�9LWDOLW\�([WHQ-
VLRQ�(GXFDWRUV�IURP�WKH�8�RI�0�([WHQVLRQ�
6HUYLFH��6HEHND�DQG�0HQDKJD�ZLOO�EH� 
co-hosting two upcoming classes:

 January: Mapping Your Business—
$VVHVV�\RXU�EXVLQHVVҋV�RQOLQH�SUHVHQFH�
RQ�GLJLWDO�PDSV�OLNH�*RRJOH�0DSV�DQG�
YDULRXV�*36�GHYLFHV��OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�À[�
LQDFFXUDFLHV��DQG�KRZ�WR�JHW�WKH�PRVW�RXW�
of your listings.

 February: Doing Business Online—
Explore what businesses similar to yours 
DUH�GRLQJ�RQOLQH��OHDUQ�VRPH�ZD\V�WR�JHW�
\RXU�EXVLQHVV�RQOLQH��DQG�GLVFRYHU�,QWHUQHW�
resources your business can use.

'HWDLOV�DUH�VWLOO�EHLQJ�ZRUNHG�RXW��VR�FKHFN�
our website at www.wcta.net for more 
information as it becomes available.

Don’t Forget the Extras

Kathy Wellmann Wins $200
.DWK\�:HOOPDQQ�RI�9HUQGDOH�VXEPLWWHG�
WKH�ZLQQLQJ�SKRWR�IHDWXUHG�RQ�WKH�FRYHU�
of the 2011 WCTA Directory. Kathy sent 
VHYHUDO�VWXQQLQJ�SKRWRV��DV�GLG�PDQ\�
RWKHUV��EXW�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�KRUVH�DQG�FROW�
was chosen as the winner. Kathy won 
$200 for her winning entry. 

7KHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�ZRQGHUIXO�SKRWRV³DOO�
VHQW�GLJLWDOO\³ZKLFK�PDGH�WKH�YLHZLQJ�
DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�HDVLHU��EXW�FKRRVLQJ�
WKH�ZLQQLQJ�SKRWR�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW��2WKHU�
SKRWRV�WKDW�PDGH�WKH�ÀQDOV�LQFOXGHG�WKH�
UHÁHFWLRQ�RI�D�\RXQJ�FKLOG�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�
ZDWHU��D�IURVW�ÁRFNHG�SLQH�FRQH��MXQLSHU�
berries, autumn pictures at the river, 
DQG�D�FRXSOH�RI�IDZQV�LQ�D�JUDVV\�ÀHOG��
Thanks to all who participated in this 
year’s contest!

DON’T FORGET

Netgear Wireless 

router for  

only $49.95
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6L[�IDEXORXV�\RXQJ�DUWLVWV�SODFHG�ÀUVW�LQ�
WKHLU�DJH�GLYLVLRQ�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�:&7$�
+ROLGD\�&RORULQJ�&RQWHVW��7KH�ZLQQHUV�
LQFOXGH�-XOLDQD�2ZHQ��'HYRQ�+DYHULQHQ��
'DOODV�$QGHUVRQ��-D\GH�$O\VVD�3HWHUVHQ��
0DULD�+XKWD��DQG�$EELH�0D\�0F0DQLJOH��

$�KHDUWIHOW�WKDQNV�WR�DOO�RI�WKH�VFKRROV��
SDUHQWV��DQG�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�
DQG�PDGH�WKLV�FRQWHVW�VSHFLDO�IRU�RXU�NLGV�

Holiday Color  
Contest Winners

3URWHFW�<RXU�+RPH�%HIRUH�<RXU�9DFDWLRQ
You see your vacation as an opportunity 
IRU�IXQ�DQG�UHOD[DWLRQ��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
burglars see it as an opportunity to more 
HDVLO\�JHW�LQVLGH�\RXU�KRXVH�DQG�WDNH�RII�
with your valuables.

<RX�FDQ�GR�D�ORW�WR�UHGXFH�\RXU�FKDQFHV�
RI�EHLQJ�D�SURSHUW\�FULPH�YLFWLP�E\�WDNLQJ�
simple precautions to protect your home 
before you leave town:

���,QIRUP�WUXVWHG�QHLJKERUV�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�EH�
JRQH�DQG�IRU�KRZ�ORQJ��$VN�WKHP�WR�NHHS�
an eye on your home.

���6WRS�PDLO�DQG�QHZVSDSHU�GHOLYHULHV�RU�
KDYH�D�QHLJKERU�SLFN�WKHP�XS�HDFK�GD\�

���'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VHDVRQ��PDNH�DUUDQJH-
PHQWV�WR�KDYH�\RXU�ODZQ�PRZHG�RU�VQRZ�
VKRYHOHG�VR�WKDW�\RXU�KRXVH�DSSHDUV�
RFFXSLHG��$OVR�XVH�WLPHUV�RQ�OLJKWV��VHW-
WLQJ�WKHP�WR�JR�RQ�DW�GLIIHUHQW�WLPHV�

���'RXEOH�FKHFN�WKDW�\RXҋYH�ORFNHG�DOO�
GRRUV�DQG�ZLQGRZV��LQFOXGLQJ�DOO�GRRUV�
in the garage. You may want to unplug 
WKH�FRUG�WR�WKH�JDUDJH�GRRU�RSHQHU�VR�LW�
FDQҋW�EH�RSHQHG�ZLWK�D�FRGH�

���'RQҋW�DQQRXQFH�\RXU�DEVHQFH�RQ� 
your answering machine or voice mail 
message.

���,I�\RX�KDYH�D�VHFXULW\�V\VWHP�RQ�\RXU�
KRXVH��PDNH�VXUH�LW�LV�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�RQ�

���'RQҋW�OHDYH�D�NH\�KLGGHQ�RXWVLGH��/HDYH�
LW�ZLWK�D�IULHQG�RU�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�LQVWHDG�

���,QVWDOO�GLJLWDO�QHWZRUN�FDPHUDV��:HVW�
&HQWUDO�7HOHSKRQH�FDQ�GHVLJQ�DQG�LQVWDOO�
a net-cam security system that will allow 
\RX�WR�OLWHUDOO\�NHHS�DQ�H\H�RQ�\RXU�KRPH�
DQG�SURSHUW\�ZKLOH�\RXҋUH�DZD\��$OO�\RX�
QHHG�LV�D�EURDGEDQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�DQG�
FRPSXWHU�RU�PRELOH�GHYLFH�WR�YLHZ�\RXU�
live cameras over the Internet. 

Call West Central at 837-5151 for more 
information about the network cam-
eras. With these steps, you can rest 
easy while you are away.

Plan to Keep  
Right-of-Ways Clear
,WҋV�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�DQRWKHU�0LQQHVRWD�
ZLQWHU��DQG�ZKLOH�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�VSULQJ�
DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VHDVRQ�LV�VWLOO�D�FRXSOH�
RI�PRQWKV�RXW��ZH�ZDQW�WR�UHPLQG�\RX�
of our upcoming construction. This 
VSULQJ��ZH�ZLOO�EH�EUHDNLQJ�JURXQG�LQ�WKH�
:ROI�/DNH�DQG�UXUDO�0HQDKJD�DUHDV�WR�
continue on the next phase of our Fiber-
WR�WKH�+RPH��)77+��SURMHFW�

Our construction process involves the 
SODFHPHQW�RI�SURWHFWLYH�FRQGXLW�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�
RI�ZD\V�WR�KRXVH�ÀEHU�OLQHV��:LWK�OLWWOH�RU�
QR�GDPDJH�WR�\DUGV��WKH�ÀEHUV�ZLOO�WKHQ�
EH�GHOLYHUHG�WR�KRPHV�XQGHUJURXQG�DQG�
DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�1HWZRUN�,QWHUIDFH�'HYLFH�
�1,'��²�D�ER[�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�KRXVH�WKDW�
KROGV�HOHFWULFDO�HTXLSPHQW��2QFH�LQVLGH�
WKH�KRPH��ZLUHV�DUH�IHG�WKURXJK�WKH�DWWLF��
EDVHPHQW��RU�ZDOOV�VR�WKDW�WKH�DGYDQFH-
ment in technology leaves no physical 
scars on the house itself.

7UDYLV�)OR\G��SODQW�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�IRU�
:&7$��VDLG�WKDW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZLOO�EHJLQ�
DV�VRRQ�DV�WKH�GLWFKHV�DUH�FOHDU�RI�VQRZ�
DQG�WKH�IURVW�KDV�JRQH�RXW��)OR\G�ZRXOG�
OLNH�WR�UHPLQG�HYHU\RQH�WR�NHHS�WKH�
right-of-ways clear so that when the con-
struction begins, there are no obstacles 
or other issues.



EDITOR Geri Salmela     BOARD OF DIRECTORS  PRESIDENT %UXFH�.LQQXQHQ��6HEHND�    MANAGER/CEO $QWKRQ\�9��0D\HU��0HQDKJD
9,&( PRESIDENT +D]HO�<OLQLHPL��:ROI�/DNH�    SECRETARY 1DRPL�0R\HU��9HUQGDOH�    DIRECTOR Dave Kriens, Menahga     DIRECTOR 'DYH�3XOMX��1LPURG�
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Welcome  
New Members
Alwin, Shane .................. 837-9645

Anderson, Delphine ....... 564-5471

Bahr, Gregory ................. 445-5359

Blank, Richard ................ 445-5302

Casavan, Joshua ........... 564-1970

Colsen, Vic ..................... 837-5853

Funk, Verna .................... 837-3362

G & L Service ................. 445-5188

Hannu, Dennis D ............ 837-5871

Harju-Byrd, Marilyn ........ 564-5428

Heern, Douglas .............. 445-5440

Jensen, Robert ............... 837-5886

Jose, Edward ................. 445-5436

Krueger, Violet ................ 837-5855

Lathrop, Kathy ................ 837-3487

Line, Jamie ..................... 445-0202

Ludovissie, Raye ............ 445-5439

Matson, Clarence ........... 564-4240

Nelson, Luke .................. 445-5393

Niskanen, Dorothy ......... 564-5483

Pearson, Duane ............. 472-3142

Rautio, Linda .................. 564-5489

Tangen, Mildred.............. 564-5481

FRS $2,500  
Scholarship Opportunity
:HVW�&HQWUDO�7HOHSKRQH�KDV�WHDPHG�XS�
ZLWK�7KH�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�5XUDO�6HUYLFH�
(FRS) to offer the FRS Scholarship to our 
PHPEHUVҋ�KLJK�VFKRRO�VHQLRUV��7KH�)56�
FROOHJH�VFKRODUVKLS�SURJUDP�DZDUGV����
scholarships in the amount of $2,500 each 
to winning applicants across the nation. 
By partnering with the FRS, West Central 
7HOHSKRQH�LV�DEOH�WR�PDNH�WKH�VFKRODUVKLS�
program available to high school seniors 
in our area. 

Applicants must:

��%H�D�JUDGXDWLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO�VHQLRU�

���5HFHLYH�ORFDO�WHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV�
service from a current NTCA member 
�H[FHSW�IRU�VWXGHQWV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�DQ�
DVVRFLDWH�PHPEHU�FRPSDQ\��DQG�EH�
from a rural area.

���%H�DFFHSWHG�E\�DQ�DFFUHGLWHG�WZR��RU�
four-year college, university or voca-
tional-technical school.

���+DYH�DW�OHDVW�D�&�JUDGH�SRLQW�DYHUDJH�
�*3$���)56�VFKRODUVKLSV�ZLOO�EH�DZDUGHG�
WR�GHVHUYLQJ�VWXGHQWV�ZKRVH�DFDGHPLF�
FUHGHQWLDOV�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�DQ�DYHUDJH�WR�
above-average range.

���([SUHVV�DQ�LQWHUHVW�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�D�UXUDO�
FRPPXQLW\�IROORZLQJ�JUDGXDWLRQ�

���%H�VSRQVRUHG�E\�D�FRQWULEXWRU�WR�� 
RU�VXSSRUWHU�RI��7KH�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�
Rural Service.

$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRUPV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDLOHG�WR�JXLG-
ance counselors at all area high schools. 
7KH�DSSOLFDWLRQV�DUH�HDVLO\�UHSURGXFHG�
DQG�FDQ�DOVR�EH�GRZQORDGHG�IURP�WKH�
FRS website at http://www.frs.org. 

Completed applications must be 
returned to our office by February 
18, 2011, so that we may complete the 
6SRQVRU�&HUWLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�IRUZDUG�WKH�DSSOL-
cations to FRS. Please call Geri Salmela at 
���������RU��������������ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV��
You may also e-mail your questions to 
geris@wcta.net. 

We are proud to once again support 
the FRS in this worthy endeavor. It 
should be noted that this scholarship 
opportunity is in addition to the regular 
West Central Telephone Scholarship 
Program, which will be featured in the 
next newsletter.


